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ground for the Pope and the Jesuits in his own dominions,
which comprised Styria, Carniola, and Carinthia; but a
successful revolution had recently put Austria, Hungary, and
Moravia into the hands of the Emperor's brother Matthias,
whilst Rudolph himself retained Bohemia alone. Both Rudolph
and Matthias, weakened by the competition in which they had
engaged, were forced, sorely against their will, to grant religious
freedom to the estates of their several provinces.

Under these circumstances, Maximilian was obliged to turn
to Spain for help. He found that the Spanish Government
was inclined to assist him, although it was jealous of his per-
sonal influence in Germany. It was finally agreed that the
King of Spain should furnish a sum of money, on condition
that he should be named director of the League.

A few months before the formation of the League, an event
had occurred which was calculated to bring about a collision
Death f between the rival confederacies. On March 25, John
the Duke of William, Duke of Cleves, died without male heirs,
and left his dominions exposed to all the evils of a
disputed succession. At such a time, the succession to any one
of the numerous States of Germany could not fail to be treated
importance as a party question. But there was not one of all
disputed those States the possession of which was of equal
succession, importance to that of the territories which were now
in dispute. It was not merely that the successful candidate
would be possessed of the acknowledged right of imposing his
own religion upon the inhabitants of an extensive and flourish-
ing district, but that he would be able, if war should again
break out, to command a position of the greatest strategical
importance. The dominions' of the late duke were an aggre-
gate of petty states, which had been brought into his family by
a series of well-timed marriages, and which formed a tolerably
compact territory, lying along the banks of the Rhine, excepting
where they were interrupted by the narrow strip of land be-
longing to the Elector of Cologne. In the hands of the last
duke, who had been a Catholic, they not only connected the
outlying bishoprics of Munster, Paderborn, and Hildesheim
with the Ecclesiastical Electorates and the Spanish Netherlands,